                                                                                                                                     August 24, 2018
 
Dear Parents,
We have 5 days of kindergarten under our belts, and no longer consider ourselves rookies!  Each day we add another piece to Counting Caterpillar as he inches his way around our room.  This helps us keep track of how many days we’ve been in school, and also helps us with our counting and numbers.  We’re settling down, and getting use to a routine.   I’m looking forward to a fun year with your child.  I hope that it has been as fun of a week for your child as it has been for me. 
Thanks for returning the LETTER OF LOVE for your child.  Their smiles were heart-warming.    
THANKS for getting your child to school on time.  I can’t tell you what a help it is to have everybody here on time, and settled in, ready to begin.  I hope that this can continue.  It is a HUGE help to the start of our day. 
“Jesus Time” is an important part of our day.  We spent the first part of our week talking about WHO Jesus is, and what He does for us.  We know that he is always with us, and never stops loving us. We can say Isaiah 40:31.  We’re working on adding “On Eagles Wings” as our school song of the year. 
We’ve been working on a few “follow directions” type of activities.  We’re learning the rules of kindergarten, and how important it is to listen carefully.  Don’t forget, ask your child what color bear they got.  We’ve been doing well, but I’m also in the “teaching” process of our rules.  Bears might be changing colors next week, so don’t forget to check your child’s folder daily.  They’ve pretty much stayed green during this learning process. 
Many of our papers have been very simple sheets.  This gives me a chance to see WHERE the children are, and helps them learn to follow directions on worksheets.  Bear with us, the work will get more challenging.
In Math this week, we worked on the terms “top”, “middle”, and “bottom”.  We found different things in our room, and worked with cubes and blocks to determine the different positions.  Our math workbooks are divided in units.  I will send each workbook home at the end of the unit. 
The Book Buddies made their first trip home. This is usually exciting for the children to bring home.  I hope that you can be as excited over these as your child--that will help maintain their eagerness.  Please remember to help them to take good care of the book and the buddy.  Be sure to get them returned by Tuesday.  Be sure to return these in the special bag.   Check the All About Kindergarten book if you aren’t sure about them.  There is a charge for missing books, buddies and bags, so please take care.
Congratulations to Lydia for turning in her first book list—10 books read.  If you have not gotten started on the Books Read to Me list yet, please do so.  I know that this program helps children to develop a love for reading, and helps them with some beginning reading skills.  I’d like to see at least one book read per day.  
 
Birthday Blessings to Kaytlin who celebrated her 6th birthday here, this week.  We pray for you to continue to grow with Jesus’ guidance and protection. 
Our First Kindergarten Kid is Charley.  Stop by our Kindergarten Kid bulletin board, or she will also be featured on our Web Page.   
On Monday of this past week, a paper came home for each child to do an APPLE PAGE.  We’ll turn this in to The Apple Book.  This will be a good “get acquainted” activity.  This is due on Monday, so that we can get the book routed around the class so that YOU can also meet their classmates.  I’ll be asking for the “routed book” to be returned as soon as possible, and you may add it to your Reading List.
Watch for the “A” Homework paper to come home on Tuesday.  It will be due back by Friday.  Check the All About Kindergarten book for some specifics.
You received a GETTING TO KNOW YOU FORM that I’d like for you to fill out about your child.  I’ll be using this as a way to get to know more about your child.  This will also be returned to you later.   AND, you will find an Invitation to Atonement Lutheran Church.  If you do not have a home church, you are most welcome here.      
You may keep the papers from the folder.  Sign next to the date, and indicate church and SundaySchool attendance (wherever you might attend).  
 Our papers are graded with stamps, stickers, stars and happy faces.  Those indicate papers done well.  If there are errors, you will see check marks or notes from me.  We do not use LETTER GRADES in kindergarten.  Make sure folders are returned on Monday.   
If your child went to ALS Pre K. I know that their book bags are gone through to remove any papers sent in.  I ask the children each day—DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING FOR ME.  You might help by reminding your child that their alphabet paper is in their folder, or they are returning their Apple Page, etc.
I asked for permission to post pictures of your child on our classroom web page.  This is a way for you to see some of the things that we have done during the week.  A former parent posts the pictures and information that I send to her.  They are usually posted Saturday or Sunday. We have lots of beginning pictures, so be sure to check that web page.   There is a chance that this first week’s might be a couple of days late, as our web master has a daughter home for the first time from the Air Force.  In case you don’t see our new pictures, please check back. 
PLEASE SEND IN THOSE BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION.  Kindergartners want to WIN the Contest for the most box tops collected.  BRING ON THE BOX TOPS1
There is an order form in today’s folder for the Early Education version of “Highlights for Children”.  I would like to ask for EVERYONE to sign and return (don’t even need addresses, etc.—just child’s name and signature if you aren’t purchasing)—YES or NO.  We can receive great classroom aids with this forms.  Send no money.  They will bill you. 
Have a great weekend, and don’t forget to worship.


